The Mills’s  in  South Australia


1837
September 25th - Richard Mills, the Elder, his wife Sarah (nee Lincoln) and their five children boarded the Royal Admiral (414 tons) and departed Gravesend, England bound for South Australia. The children were Mary, Richard (the younger), under 14 years, Elizabeth, Anne and John, under 7 years.

1838 
January 18th - The Royal Admiral berthed off Glenelg after a three and a half month voyage. Within a relatively short time, following the advice of the South Australian Company, the family settled at Brownhill Creek, where Richard, an experienced Kentish farmer and gardener, built a home of stones from the hillside and grew plants, shrubs and vegetables for the rapidly developing colony.

1839
On one lucky day in 1839, the South Australian Company suggested to Richard that he might help one of their employees, Samual Day, unload a lighter load of sheep. 

These had been bought in Victoria (then still New South Wales) for Mr. Matthew Smillie who wanted them driven eastward over the Ranges to his Special Survey “6”, just east of Mount Barker.

Richard at once realized that this was an opportunity not to be missed, for he would not only learn about sheep but also a good deal about the country that would be traversed. Little did he realize in embarking on this adventure that he was deciding his livelihood, as well as that of many future generations of his family for the next hundred years and more.

Thus the lives of the Smillie and the Mills families became closely linked for a few important years.

1842
During the period that Richard had wandered with sheep over hill and valley, in ever-widening stretches, he got to know the district as few others did. He had long since chosen the area which he considered would be ideal for his purpose. Richard arranged for his son Richard the Younger to take his place in the employment of Matthew Smillie so that he would be free to go to his Selection. Richard had made a selection of land and became a squatter only a few miles further east, to what became known as the Old Garden and Section 5360, later known as Black Hill Valley.

1845
Richard the Younger, now nineteen years of age, with a wagon and team of bullocks travels to Burra Burra to share in the fortunes of the copper boom. At the end of the first week he earnt the sum of £300, for carting one load of ore the ninety four miles from Burra Burra to Port Adelaide. We are not told how many such loads he carted.

1845-6
New house built on Section 5359, also known as Black Hill Valley and was later to become known as “Millbrae”.

1852
Richard the Younger leases five hundred acres adjoining that of his Father.

1852 
October 26th - Richard the Younger marries Anne Margaret Henry (known as Margaret) in the Inverbrackie Church at Woodside.

1853 
February 11th – Richard the Younger acquires Block 129 (now 62) in the Nairne Township. A cottage on that block, with the now adult, Kentish-born Eliza (Elizabeth) in charge, meant that all the children of school-going age could get across to Blakiston where the St James Church Day-school (built in 1845) was held.

1854 
June 29th - Richard the Younger pays £100 & £207 respectively, cash down, for Sections 5360 (the Old Garden) and 5359.

1855
Richard and Margaret’s first child, Margaret Anne arrived.

1857
Richard & Margaret’s second child, John Richard Henry was born

1859 
September 7th - William George James was born. In the next four years, two other children, Jean & Elizabeth were born, making a total of five children for Richard and Margaret.

1867
Sarah, the pioneering Mother died at the age of sixty seven years, and is buried in the Nairne cemetery. Richard the Younger moved back to the home in Black Hill Valley with his wife and family.

1874
Richard the Elder dies and is buried in the Nairne cemetery. Just where they lie is not known, for, before headstones had been placed, all records of burial were burnt in a fire at the Nairne Council Chambers where they were kept. Many years later Richard the Elder and Sarah’s memorial headstone were moved to the St James Anglican Cemetery at Blakiston, where other members of the family are buried.

1876 
Richard the younger establishes a flock of merino sheep at Millbrae

1882 July 19th – William George James Mills and Lizzie Martha Champion marry in Christ Church, North Adelaide.

1883 November 28th - The Adelaide / Melbourne railway line reaches Nairne. During this period, Richard the Younger spent many years on the Nairne Council and served as Chairman of the council.

1885
Anne Margaret dies and is buried in the St James Anglican Cemetery at Blakiston

1887 
January 20th - The first train from Adelaide to Melbourne goes through Nairne

1902
Richard the Younger dies and is buried in the St James Anglican Cemetery at Blakiston.

1905 
May - William George James Mills, son of Richard the Younger buys Section 2020 and includes it as part of “Millbrae”.

1909
William George James Mills and his son Richard Surguy (Dick) journeyed to Eyre Peninsula to inspect and subsequently buy a small, undeveloped property at Carpa, just south of Cowell. It is on this property that Richard Surguy (Dick) and Barbara will start their life together.

1911
February 28th – Richard Surguy (Dick) marries Barbara Mary Hogg at St. Michaels Church of England, Mitcham.

1928 
Richard Surguy and Barbara acquire “Myola”, a sheep station west of Whyalla, adjoining the mining town of Iron Barron.

1933
September 20th - William George James Mills dies and is buried in the St James Anglican Cemetery at Blakiston. There, on his tombstone you will find inscribed:

“He was a Man endowed with Strength and Might.

Courage was His, and Power; yet mingled there,

Honour was found, with gentleness and truth.

Revered by all he journeyed thus through life.”

1944
October 20th – Richard Surguy Mills dies at the age of 58 years and is buried in the Whyalla cemetery.

1974
Barbara dies at 88 years of age and is buried in the Peace Rose Garden, Centennial Park, Pasadena

1984
January 29th – May Mills O.B.E dies and is buried in the St James Anglican Cemetery at Blakiston, the last of the Mills family to be buried there.

2010
Millbrae continues in the ownership of members of the Mills Family.
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